
AASD Citation/Parenthetical Documentation Scope and Sequence, Middle School September 2015 

In the inquiry/research process, students look to other sources and experts to expand their knowledge and to gain further insight into their knowledge.  As is common practice, 
all information/content that is not originally created by the student must be documented with full credit being given to the author/creator of the content. This is a critical step in 
the inquiry/research process to avoid plagiarism.  The formal crediting of authorship is in the form of a citation and in text parenthetical documentation.  Citations have many 
formats; however, the adopted format for AASD is typically the Modern Language Association (MLA) form of citing sources.  What is expected is, of course, dependent upon the 
skill level of the student; therefore, the following will hopefully give guidance as to what should be standards at the various grade levels for citing and in text documentation. The 
expectations have been based on both the AASD LMC standards and the Wisconsin ELA standards for literacy in all subjects.  

Grade level Students can...  Examples/Resources 
8 
 
AASD LMC 
II.E.8 
IV.C.8 
 
WI DPI LMC 
B.8.5 
D.8.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W.6-8.8 

*Correctly identify the type of source, 
print, web, and non-print/non-web. 
*Select the type of citation for the 
source from the citation guide (MLA)  
*Correctly set up a citation using a bib 
maker. 
*Using MLA correctly set up an original 
citation using the proper order and 
punctuation with few errors for print, 
web, and some non-print/non web 
sources.  Specific sources include books 
organized by chapters, articles from 
reference books, articles from 
newspapers and magazines in both 
print and web formats. 
*Using MLA correctly cite images, 
music, video. 
* Credit specific passages using 
parenthetical documentation within 
the text 
 
 
 
*Locate relevant print and digital 
sources. 

Print: 
Benson, Sonia, Daniel E. Brannen, Jr., and Rebecca Valentine. ”Vietnam War.” UXL Encyclopedia of  
               U.S. History. Ed. Lawrence W. Baker and Sarah Hermsen. Vol. 8. Detroit: Gale, 2009.     
               1630-1637. Print. 
 
Sloan, Georgia and Laudolff, Greg.  Austria. New York: Marshall Cavendish, 2010. 3-9, 12, 14. Print.  
               Cultures of the World. 
Web: 
Williams, Kara. “Food and Physical Activity.” Teen Health and Wellness: Real Life. Real Answers.  
              Rosen, 2009. Web. 12 Feb. 2014. <http://www.teenhealthandwellness .com>. 
 
“Guangzhou.” Compton’s by Britannica. Encyclopedia Britannica, 2011. SIRS Discoverer. Web. 1 Jan.  
              2014. <http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com>. 
 
See the Einstein Middle School Research Binder on the Einstein LMC website for other citations 
common to the middle school level including citations for: images, video, audio, primary sources, 
ebooks. 
 
Parenthetical documentation must correspond to the entries in the works cited page. 

● One author:  (last name page numbers) Eg. (Natali 45-46) 
● Two-three authors (last name of each author page numbers) Eg. (Dorn, Graves, and Peters 56-

7)  
● More than three authors (last name of the first author et al  page numbers) ( Limp et al. 345-47) 
● No authors (shortened version of the title) Eg. (Ecology of the Rain Forest 42-3) 
● In text attribution place page numbers in parenthesis beside the author. Eg. Sloan, Brennan,, 

and Laudolff and argue the point (63) 



*Gather relevant information from 
print and digital sources. 
*Use search terms effectively. 
*Assess credibility and accuracy of 
each source. 
*Take notes on sources. 
*Quote or paraphrase data and 

conclusions. 
*Avoid plagiarism. 
*Follow a standard format for citation. 

7 
 
AASD LMC 
II.E.8 
IV.C.8 
 
WI DPI LMC 
B.8.5 
D.8.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Correctly identify print and web 
sources distinguishing between free 
internet websites and subscription 
databases. 
*Select the type of citation for the 
source from the citation guide (MLA).  
*Correctly set up a citation using a bib 
maker. 
*Using MLA correctly set up an original 
citation (typed and handwritten) using 
the correct order and punctuation with 
few errors for print and web sources. 
Specific sources include books 
organized by chapters, articles from 
reference books, articles from 
newspapers and magazines in both 
print and web formats. 
*Medium is included as part of the 
citation. 
*Using MLA correctly cite images, 
music, video. 
* Credit specific passages using 
parenthetical documentation within 
the text 
 

Print Reference: 
Weigel, Marlene. “Deciduous Forest.” UXL Encyclopeida of Biomes. Ed. Julie L. Carnegie. Vol. 1.  
               Detroit: UXL, 2000. 83-93. Print. 
 
Print Book: 
Sloan, Georgia and Laudolff, Greg.  Austria. New York: Marshall Cavendish, 2010. 3-9, 12, 14. Print.  
               Cultures of the World. 
 
Database: 
Williams, Kara. “Food and Physical Activity.” Teen Health and Wellness: Real Life. Real Answers.  
              Rosen, 2009. Web. 12 Feb. 2014. <http://www.teenhealthandwellness .com>. 
 
“Marco Polo.” U*X*L Biographies. N.p.: U*X*L, 2003. Discovering Collection. Web. 23 Feb. 2009.  
              <http://find.galegroup.com>. 
 
See the Einstein Middle School Research Binder on the Einstein LMC website for other citations 
common to the middle school level including citations for: images, video, audio, primary sources, 
ebooks. 
 
 
 
Parenthetical documentation must correspond to the entries in the works cited page. 

● One author:  (last name page numbers) Eg. (Natali 45-46) 
● Two-three authors (last name of each author page numbers) Eg. (Dorn, Graves, and Peters 56-

7)  
● More than three authors (last name of the first author et al  page numbers) ( Limp et al. 345-47) 



W.6-8.8 *Locate relevant print and digital 
sources. 
*Gather relevant information from 
print and digital sources. 
*Use search terms effectively. 
*Assess credibility and accuracy of each 
source. 
*Take notes on sources. 
*Quote or paraphrase data and 
conclusions. 
*Avoid plagiarism. 
*Follow standard format for a citation. 

● No authors (shortened version of the title) Eg. (Ecology of the Rain Forest 42-3) 
● In text attribution place page numbers in parenthesis beside the author. Eg. Weigel  argues the 

point (63) 

 


